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C O P Y S H A R E

Modelling by the Telethon Kids Institute and

Curtin University suggests WA is about

halfway through its current COVID-19 Omicron

outbreak, with about half a million more West

Australians expected to be infected with the

virus by the end of June.

Key points:

As of yesterday, the state had recorded

425,704 COVID-19 cases since the pandemic

began.

Lead researcher Ewan Cameron said his team's

modelling showed that figure would double

before the outbreak was over.

He said that doubling would happen in a much

shorter period of time and said the easing of

restrictions had no doubt played, and would

continue, to play a role.

"We believe that the infection rate over the

next two to three weeks will be perhaps the

highest it has been throughout the outbreak,"

Dr Cameron said.

Telethon Kids Institute researcher Ewan Cameron says

the virus has spread amid relaxed

restrictions.  (Supplied)

"The gradual easing of restrictions has led to

an increased rate of transmission. We have

both the mask mandate being removed as well

as, before that, the change to the close

contact definition. 

"On the other hand, Western Australians have

been very diligent at seeking testing, and so

the detection of cases and the sort of

isolation of cases during the symptomatic

phase has been high, which has helped to slow

or reduce the possible impact of removing the

mask mandate."

WA to see 'gradual tail' rather than
rapid drop in cases

Yesterday Western Australia reported a new

record in COVID infections, breaking through

the 10,000 daily case mark for the first time.

WA COVID-19 snapshot

Latest information from the WA Health

Department

But according to Dr Cameron and his team's

modelling, that figure is not expected to

balloon significantly in the weeks ahead.

Dr Cameron said the modelling suggested

daily case numbers would remain above

10,000 for the next couple of weeks before

beginning to drop by the end of May and

through June. 

"This would not be as rapid a drop-off as has

been seen in some other states, but more of a

gradual tail."

Very young and old most likely to be
infected 

The Curtin University and Telethon Kids

Institute team behind the "real-time" modelling

created a new software tool to build a "virtual

WA" based on the state's unique geography

and demographics.

It used data from a range of sources, including

the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Landgate

and Google to create the simulations.

The modelling predicts another 350,000 to 550,000

people will be infected before the end of June. (Supplied:

Telethon Kids Institute)

Researchers involved said that allowed them

to capture real interactions and provided the

most detailed COVID-19 modelling ever

applied to an Australian outbreak.

According to the modelling, the majority of

people who have already had COVID-19 in

this outbreak are in the 18-35 age group, for

which 59 per cent of projected infections have

already taken place.

Masks off for most in WA but anxiety
lingers

Mark McGowan says it is "unlikely" the mask mandate will

be reintroduced but does not rule it out, as vulnerable

West Australians express their anxiety with the easing of

restrictions.

Read more

A close second was the 35-65-year-old cohort,

for which 56 per cent of infections have

already occurred. 

However, moving forward, the youngest and

oldest age groups are expected to account for

more infections in the second half of the

outbreak. 

"The zero to 18-year-old age group is only just

past its halfway point at 51 per cent of

projected infections, and the 65-plus age

group [is at] 53 per cent," Dr Cameron said. 

"We usually see older people infected later in

these outbreaks, and of course, people over 65

are most at risk of becoming seriously ill or

dying with COVID-19.

"We've seen this in other states and around the

world. These later infections of older people

can cause a spike in deaths towards the end of

the outbreak, so it's really important that

people in that age group take extra

precautions to protect themselves."

Deaths to reach 300 by end of June

So far in WA, 157 people have died with COVID,

the vast majority of them from this current

outbreak.

Dr Cameron said the number of deaths was

expected to peak around 300 by the end of

June with the modelling showing it was

unlikely to climb much higher.

The modelling suggests the number of required hospital

beds will not overwhelm the health system.  (Supplied:

Kate Geraghty)

Yesterday, the number of people in hospital

with the virus jumped to 271 from 242 the day

before, a figure the WA president of the

Australian Medical Association Mark Duncan-

Smith said was concerning.

Dr Duncan-Smith has repeatedly said any

more than 350 people in hospital with COVID

at any one time would stretch the health

system beyond breaking point, but Dr

Cameron said the modelling showed that was

unlikely.

"We anticipate that hospitalisations and ICU

rates will continue to be at a high level but will

[only] slightly increase along with this increase

in cases," he said.

"ICU and hospitalizations do lag [behind] case

numbers so we won't expect to see those

upticks this week but into the middle and end

of next week.

"Our modelling at this stage suggests that we

will remain well below that level of 350 beds

occupied."

Will COVID-19 matter in federal election 2022?

What you need to know about
coronavirus:

What do you want to know about COVID-
19? Have you been affected by the
pandemic? Tell us your story.

All fields are required unless marked optional.

Email

First name

Last name

Share your story with us

Mobile number (optional)

Postcode

If you tick this box, your information will be shared

with ABC journalists and other staff, and you agree

to being contacted via your details provided in this

form.

S U B M I T

Posted 10h ago

Share

More on:
COVID-19 STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT

WA

More on coronavirus

See our full coverage of coronavirus

Other languages

ABC中⽂ | 新冠疫情特别报道

Pandemik virus corona

Popular Now

Mystery surrounds fake signs
suggesting independent candidates
are Greens

A N A LY S I S

Turnbull goes full 'open kimono' while
Morrison avoids Wentworth voters —
except one

Star Casino executives resign in wake
of inquiry into alleged money
laundering and fraud

Australian family makes desperate bid
to bring toddler home from Mexico as
fears for mother grow

AEC 'reviewing the circumstances'
that LNP candidate allegedly provided
false details about home address

'I'm confident you set out with no
intent to harm us': Woman hit by
police car 'forgives' officer

A N A LY S I S

What a difference a month makes –
RBA forecasts differ radically from
Treasurer's pre-election budget

'Giggling, squealing, eating ice cream':
Toddler left on daycare bus makes
remarkable recovery

US intelligence helped Ukraine sink
Russia's flagship cruiser Moskva

Star Casino executives resign in wake of
inquiry into alleged money laundering and
fraud
Posted 13m ago

Prison guards who assaulted Indigenous
colleague in his home at night spared
convictions
Posted 16m ago

A N A LY S I S

Turnbull goes full 'open kimono' while Morrison
avoids Wentworth voters — except one
Posted 21m ago

Just In Australia Votes Watch Live Coronavirus

The rate of infection in WA is expected to increase over

the next couple of weeks.  (ABC News: Keane Bourke)

Help keep family & friends informed by
sharing this article

Another 350,000-400,000 infections are

forecast by the end of June

Those in the youngest and oldest age

groups are most likely to get COVID

Hospitalisations are not expected to

overwhelm the health system

Confirmed cases so far: 433,295

Active cases: 48,834

Cases in hospital: 282

Deaths: 157

WA population aged 16+ triple-dosed:

80.1 per cent

The symptoms

Best face mask to wear

The number of cases in Australia

Tracking Australia's vaccine rollout

Category

-

State

-

Can we ask you a few personal questions about
your background? It's ok if you prefer not to
answer

-

I agree to the ABC Terms of Use and ABC

Crowdsourcing Collection Statement.

I consent to being contacted by ABC journalists

for newsgathering/investigation purposes.

(optional)

Related Stories

Uncharted territory
for WA as COVID
cases top 10,000,
with six more deaths
recorded

Western Australia
could be facing a
much higher peak of
COVID-19 cases and a
slow plateau. Here's
why

Just days after WA
ditched masks and
eased restrictions,
COVID cases have hit
a new peak

Just 1 per cent of
Australians think
this is the most
important election
issue, and it might
surprise you

Millions of Australians
can now access free rapid
antigen test. Here's how
to get them

Should I mix or match my
booster? Here's what the
science says

So you've recovered from
COVID. Now what?

How can you cope if
you're in COVID isolation
without family or friends
nearby?

1. Mystery surrounds fake
signs suggesting
independent
candidates are Greens

2. A N A LY S I S

Turnbull goes full 'open
kimono' while Morrison
avoids Wentworth
voters — except one

3. House of horrific
murder to be
demolished to help
community recover

4. Pentagon says most
Russian troops around
Mariupol have left — as
it happened

5. 'I'm confident you set
out with no intent to
harm us': Woman hit by
police car 'forgives'
officer

6. AEC 'reviewing the
circumstances' that LNP
candidate allegedly
provided false details
about home address

Top Stories

Just In

WAT C H

5 m

News Home S H A R E

6/5/2022, 4:01 pm
Page 1 of 1


